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used to get from the caravan. These sons of the desert still
occasionally express their resentment at the Invasion of
their territory by tearing up the rails. While the work was
proceeding it was unsafe for the engineers to wander half
a mile from the line. " I was able to explore farther afield
than the rest/' said to me a Moslem engineer bearing a
name famous in early Arab history, who was employed dur-
ing the whole period "of construction, " because of the respect
for my family name, but I took my life in my hand all the
time." To push the railway over the 250 miles between
Medinah and Mecca will furnish a still more difficult prob-
lem, as the Arab cameleers who for centuries have conducted
pilgrims between the two holy cities, will not submit qui-
etly to the cutting off of their means of livelihood. The
first year of railway traffic, however, must have been a jubi-
lee season to them, for it brought to Medinah some fifteen
thousand pilgrims (transported in ten trains a day for a
week or more), as over against seven thousand or eight thou-
sand who formerly joined the caravan. Non-Moslem travel-
lers may journey as far as Mafan, on their way to Petra, but
Medinah remains as inaccessible to them as it was before
the extension of the railway. In fact all railway employees,
at least beyond Ma'an, must be Moslems. Many pilgrims
who went last year by train returned by sea from the port
of Jeddah. This Red Sea route Is still the most popular
for the double journey.
On every route there is arranged a halt at the last station
before Mecca where the pilgrim's garb should be assumed:
for the man, two sheets of white cotton cloth, sometimes
fringed and striped with red; one to be thrown over the
back, leaving one arm and shoulder bare, the other to be
wrapped about the loins, falling over the legs. Sandals may
be worn, but not shoes. The head must be shaved and
then kept uncovered during the pilgrimage. The woman
is shrouded in a great sheet, much like her ordinary outer
covering, but in place of the veil Is a hideous mask, made
of dried palm-leaves with two holes for the eyes. To the
higher-class Moslem, trained in the dignified traditions
of Islam, accustomed to the simple and stately ritual of

